
Young people on the global stage  1 How do we sustain our cities?

Teachers in Birmingham, Berlin, Banjul and Madrid have developed some teaching 
ideas for exploring key global questions.  The ideas are aimed at students 11 years old 
and above, and cover different subjects and abilities.  We think they are most useful 
as a stimulus for teachers working together to develop ideas for their students in their 
classrooms.  We invite you to try the ideas below and share your learning with us.  

Sustainable Development
Young people on the global stage: 
their education and their influence

Sustainable development ~ what are we talking about?
There are many definitions of sustainable development.  One group of Gambian and 
European teachers described it as follows, when they met together as part of this 
project:  “catering for the needs of the present generation using available resources, 
without compromising the needs of future generations.”

This is an issue of concern, in The Gambia and elsewhere in the world.  It embraces all 
aspects of the environment, society and economy.  During the fieldwork in The Gambia 
that led to the writing of these materials, teachers considered:

• What plans are in place for forestry development?

• What plans are there for coastal development?

• What can be done for wildlife protection/conservation?

• How can small-scale energy projects be expanded?

• How can those projects continue to have social, economic and environmental 
benefits [eg the Fandema renewable energy project in Tanje, which trains women in 
livelihood skills]?

This list would be different in other places, but it would still touch on overlapping 
questions about environment, society and economy. 
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The Development Compass Rose is a framework which helps us ask questions about these 
domains, plus questions about decision-making and control.  

• What questions would come up for the place that you live and work in? [eg one or two 
questions for each point of the compass]

• How might the questions from different compass points connect with each other?

These questions could form the starting point for a scientific, historical or geographical 
enquiry.  In geography, you could compare the sets of questions that come up in different 
places as part of an exploration of similarities and differences [and their causes].  Are there 
underlying questions that many different – and superficially different – places have in 
common?
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from The development compass rose consultation pack

TIDE~ global learning toolkit

This framework was developed by teachers involved 
in the Tide~ network as a tool for investigating 
development and citizenship issues.

These are questions about power, 
who makes choices and decides 
what is to happen; who benefits 
and loses as a result of these 
decisions and at what cost.

Natural
  

These are questions about the environment - energy, air, water, 
soil, living things and their relationships to each other.  

These questions are about the built as well as the ‘natural’ environment.

Economic
 

These are questions about 
money, trading, aid, ownership, 
buying and selling.

Social
 

These are questions about people, their relationships, their traditions, 
culture and the way they live.  They include questions about how, for 

example, gender, race, disability, class and age affect social relationships.

Who 
decides?

The development compass rose
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Making change
If we want to bring about sustainable change, then we will want to consider what is blocking 
that change, and what might enable it.

For example, factors that sometimes block sustainable development in The Gambia include:

• Levels of illiteracy;

• Poverty and lack of funding;

• People’s attitude towards change;

• Lack of material support;

• Poor management systems;

• Traditional and cultural influences.

Some questions we might want to discuss:

• What would go onto a list of factors that would enable sustainable development?  [For 
example, the direct dependence of most people in The Gambia on natural resources and 
agriculture might encourage a sense of responsibility towards eg water and land use: it is 
hard to argue that it is ‘somebody else’s problem’]

• Are there blocking factors that could also become enablers, in the right circumstances?

• What are the blocking and enabling factors in your own community?  

• As well as immediate local factors, what are the national or global influences that would 
need to be considered?  [For example, The Gambia is on the ‘front line’ for desertification 
and the impacts of climate change, and even though the impacts are felt locally, this is a 
global phenomenon]

• How might blocks be removed and enablers strengthened?

Depending on your subject specialism, these questions could take a particularly scientific, 
technological, geographical or historical slant.  For example, one of the British teachers 
involved in this project has been looking at why historical attempts to end poverty, led by 
nineteenth century reformers, did not fully achieve their aims.

Attitudinal change 
As teachers, all those involved in drafting these materials were very aware that one crucial 
factor that can sometimes block or enable sustainable change is the attitude of people 
towards sustainable development.

We created an initial mind map of some 
of the factors involved. 
 

• What would you add to, or change 
 on this list?  

• What might each factor mean in 
practice?

• What might it mean for us as 
responsible citizens?
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CPD activity: attitudinal change
We looked at the question: What does this imply 
for us as teachers?  Here are some of our initial 
thoughts.  Which of these would the highest 
priority for you, in your school?  Which the lowest?  
What would you change or add?

• Acting as role models through what we practice

• Modelling good practice through the use and 
management of school site and grounds

• Establishing clear class and school rules that 
foster sustainability

• Leading sensitisation activities [eg through 
assemblies, environment clubs, food growing 
projects]

• Through the curriculum

We suggest a few initial curriculum ideas.  You 
could use these as starting points for building up 
a curriculum map for sustainable development, 
introducing other relevant subjects, and looking 
at how what is learned or practiced in one subject 
might complement what happens in another.

English

• Practice writing – persuasive texts, instructional 
writing, letter writing as part of a campaign

• Poetry demonstration [eg responding to a 
particular issue or set of issues]

• Dramatisation – including about how different 
interests often have conflicting needs in 
relation to eg land use, a development project

• Role play – exploring others’ perspectives, 
‘rehearsing’ potential solutions

Science

• Conducting practicals using local resources

• Relating scientific principles to some local 
issues 

• Exploring local-global connections [eg the 
impact of CFCs]

Geography

• Finding local examples of eg deforestation, 
mining

• Connecting local to global activities

• Waste management project – where does the 
waste go?

‘Young people on the global stage: their education and influence’ 
is a three year creative curriculum development project for secondary students.

Project partners are Tide~ global learning and University of Exeter in the UK, 
FERE-CECA Madrid in Spain, A Rocha [Kenya] in Kenya and TANGO in The Gambia.

To find out more about the project and for a full list of those involved in it see
www.tidegloballearning.net
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