The global learning lenses: a planning
framework

We offer four ‘global learning lenses’ to support teachers’ planning and young peoples’
understanding of the issues.

The lenses provide “scaffolding” to help convert the four walls of the classroom into
different aspects of the world. With the lenses, we are trying to sharpen our focus, the
way we look at things. This includes how we look at what we teach. For example, they
can offer a starting point for looking again at existing schemes of work.

We have included symbols for each lens throughout the text of this resource, to point
readers towards activities and ideas that connect with them. We have found them to
be flexible but rigorous. UK teachers, for example, have found that they map well onto
familiar enquiry frameworks, and that the order in which we use each lens can vary
depending on the issue we are looking at and the approach we are taking.

You could physically create a set of lenses for the class, as prompts for learning ... or put
headings on a dice suggesting some ‘3D’ perspectives to consider.
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